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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO SCI-06 EB-11 ABF-01 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

HEW-08 AID-20 NSF-04 SPM-01 IGA-02 DRC-01 RSC-01 /081 W 

113653 

R 171300Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0117 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS RABAT 4274 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OSCI MO 

SUBJECT: AVAILABILITY OF EXCESS DIRHAMS FOR NEW HEALTH 
PROJECTS IN MOROCCO 

1. WHO GENEVA HAS INFORMED ITS RABAT OFFICE THAT "CERTAIN 
ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS" OF EXCESS MOROCCAN DIRHAMS MAY BE 
AVAILABLE IN 1973 FOR USE IN ONGOING HEALTH PROJECT IN 
MOROCCO. USMISSION GENEVA IS CITED AS SOURCE OF THIS 
INFORMATION, AND DR. BENJAMIN BLOOD AT WHO IN GENEVA IS 
SAID POSSIBLY TO KNOW AMOUNT INVOLVED. WHO OFFICE HERE HAS 
ASKED IF WE KNOW HOW MUCH, IF ANY, AVAILABLE. 

2. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT, SINCE DIRHAM BECAME "NEAR 
EXCESS" CURRENCY, NO NEW COMMITMENTS MAY BE MADE. CURRENT 
EXCESS DIRHAM PROJECTS IN MOROCCO IN WHICH WHO INVOLVED ARE 
5,11 1,650 DIRHAM GRANT FOR RESEARCH ON MATERNAL AND CHILD 
HEALTH, AND 177,714 DIRHAM GRANT FOR MALARIA RESEARCH 
SYMPOSIUM. 

3. REQUEST DEPARTMENT ADVISE WHETHER IT ANTICIPATES CHANGE IN 
DIRHAM STATUS. IF SO, HOW MUCH LIKELY BE AVAILABLE AND FOR 
WHAT PURPOSES7ROCKWELL 
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